Climate

WAY UP NORTH
The Okanagan Valley starts in British Columbia,
Canada, but crosses the border into the United
States of America’s Washington state. The
Naramata Bench is in the middle of the Canadian
section of the valley, located between 49.5° and
49.7° north in latitude.
On the fringes of possibility, extreme, northern
viticulture. The growing season is very short for
grape vines: the average last spring frost day
is April 29, and on average we have fall frosts
starting October 6.
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Bright Sunshine Hours

Although our summer is short, the sun rises early
and stays up late. Almost every day from April
through October, we see the sun. June 21 is the
longest day of the year, with 16 hours and 17
minutes of daylight. Summer months routinely
enjoy 250-300 hours of bright sunshine, enabling
grapes to ripen fully, despite the quick growing
season.
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ABOVE OKANAGAN LAKE

IN A RAIN SHADOW

More than 400km from the Pacific Ocean coast,
the Naramata Bench climate is considered to be
extreme continental. The moderating influence
of the deep waters of Okanagan Lake buffer
temperature swings and protect the vines from
winter freeze and spring frosts, enabling us to
grow a wide variety of vitis vinifera varieties.

Moist Pacific Ocean air crosses over Vancouver,
climbing up the Coastal Mountain range, and
depositing precipitation in the coastal rainforests
as it rises. On the eastern side of the Coastal
Mountain range, a rain shadow effect takes place.

From 1981-2010, there were on average 1,233.8
growing degree days above 10 °C (50°F),
although 2021 saw the growing degree days
total 1467. In the last ten years, climate change
has reclassified the Naramata Bench as an
intermediate climate region, no longer a cool
climate region.

The Okanagan Valley is naturally semi-arid
scrubland and forest - home to rattlesnakes,
snowshoe hares, Bighorn sheep and mountain
lions. Penticton, the city located at the southern tip
of the Naramata Bench, is Canada’s fourth driest
city, with only 346.0 mm of precipitation each year.
Rain and snow fall mainly in the late spring and
early summer each year.
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FACING SUNSET
Our vineyards begin on the lowest reach of the
benchlands close to Okanagan Lake, and crawl up
the steep hillsides towards the eastern Monashee
Mountains. With elevation of 345 m to 550m and
an extreme continental influence, the evenings
cool down even at the height of the growing
season, enabling many grape varieties to retain
their characteristically high acid.
The mornings are sheltered from sunlight by the
eastern hills above the bench land, prolonging the
cool mornings and encouraging even more acid
retention. The sun starts warming the earth mid
morning, and shines late into the evenings to ripen
the grapes phenolics as we enjoy the full view of
the sun setting over the Coastal Mountains to the
west.
Cool winds blow down the valley from the north,
and warm winds rise up the valley from the south.
The lack of precipitation combined with almost
constant breezes mean disease pressure is low,
and less intervention is needed in the vineyard to
maintain healthy fruit.
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